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ABSTRACT

The main biological characteristics of sharks are: slow growth, delayed maturation, long
reproductive cycles, low fecundity, and long life spans. Their populations increase at
extremely low rates, leaving them exceptionally vulnerable to overexploitation and slow
recovery from depletion. Sharks are targeted and taken as bycatch in many fisheries.
Many stocks are now depleted and some species are now considered to have a
heightened risk of extinction, mostly as a result of the rapid and largely unregulated
growth of target and bycatch fisheries in State waters and on the high seas.

Existing international, regional, and national legal and policy instruments to manage
fisheries, conserve natural resources, protect marine biological diversity, and prevent
trade of endangered species offer tools to protect sharks and to reverse their depletion.
Although legal mechanisms exist to which the EC is a contracting Party, there has been
little progress in spite of the fact that it has one of the leading fleets in shark catch.

This study analyses those main instruments, showing that in recent years some measures
have been slowly introduced to protect sharks through a combination of tools but that
there has been little success in light of data of the state of this species. Until now, the
precautionary and ecosystem approaches have hardly been taken into consideration in
the development of fisheries measures. Furthermore, wildlife tools have been more
successful in introducing measures for the protection of the shark. This is due to their
emphasis on conservation and their facilitation of the implementation of the
precautionary and ecosystem approaches. It also shows that trade in shark product is
hardly regulated.

The EC as a Party of all the international conventions analysed in this study must:

e ensure through conservation and management measures that sharks are not
endangered in community waters by overexploitation in the case of directed
fisheries. When taking measures for single or multiple fisheries, it must take into
consideration the need to keep associated sharks species above a level where
those sharks would be seriously threatened;

e cooperate in RFMOs to introduce measures to ensure conservation and optimal
utilization of shark straddling species within and beyond the EEZ;

e minimize catch of non-target sharks and impacts on associated or dependent
shark species, in particular shark endangered species in order to conserve and
manage straddling shark stocks and highly migratory shark stocks;

e adopt an Action Plan for the management and conservation of sharks as required
by the CBD.

e introduce habitats for the protection of shark species in the Annexes of the
Habitat Directive revision.
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ACRONYMS

CBD
CCAMLR

CFP
CITES
CMS
COFI
COP
CPC

EC
EEZ
FAO
IATTC
ICCAT

ICES
I0TC
IPOA-Sharks

IUCN

IUU Fishing
MCS
NAFO
NASCO
NEAFC
OLDESPESCA
OSPAR
convention
RFB
RFMOs
SBSTTA
SEAFO
SRCS

TAC
UNCLOS
UNFSA
WCPFC
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Convention on Biological Diversity

Commission for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living
Resources

Common Fisheries Policy

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species
Convention on Migratory Species

Committee on Fisheries

Conference of Parties

All contracting parties, cooperating non-contracting parties, entities
and fishing entities

European Commission

Exclusive Economic Zone

Food and Agricultural Organization

Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission

The International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic
Tunas

International Council for the Exploration of the Sea

Indian Ocean Tuna Commission

International Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management
of Sharks

The World Conservation Union

[llegal, unreported, and unregulated fishing

Marine Conservation Society

Northwest Atlantic Fisheries Organization

North Atlantic Salmon Conservation Organization

North East Atlantic Fisheries Commission

Organizacion Latinoamericana de Desarrollo Pesquero
Convention for the Protection of the Marine Environment of the
North-East Atlantic

Regional Fisheries Bodies

Regional Fisheries Management Organizations

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and Technological Advice
South East Atlantic Fisheries Organization

Standing Committee on Research and Statistics

Total Allowable Catch

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea

United Nations Fish Stocks Agreement

Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission



